Serum IgM. Does it relate to the level of chronicity in fascioliasis?
Serum IgM and IgG specific to human fascioliasis were reported to monitor prepatent and patent human infection respectively. Recently an assay measuring the antigen binding avidity of IgG antibodies was proved to be of value in identification of the stage of fascioliasis. The present study investigates the level of serum IgM in relation to avidity IgG, among acute and chronic Fasciola patients (using ELISA). Specific IgM antibody was detected in all acute and in 88% of chronic cases. IgM serum level was significantly higher in acute cases. IgG antibody was found in both acute and chronic cases but with no significant difference between the two groups. Regarding IgG avidity, it was found that acute cases had low IgG avidity index whereas chronic cases had significantly higher avidity. Four chronic patients had high IgM level and high IgG avidity. The egg counts as well were relatively high. The possibility of reinfection was considered in those cases.